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DearFriends,
Art Show in Nantes .................... 2

| hope this newsletterfinds you enjoying a peacefuland safe summer.
e . Here at SNSCA, we are planningvirtual eventsto stay connectedwith
you and with our friendsin Nantes.You will haveseenthe invitation to
join aZoomexchangewith four of the artistswho havedonatedmagesof
In Memoriam: Koban ................ 5 their works to our art exhibitin Nantes. hopemanyof you canattendto

hear directly from the artists about their inspiration. All four of these

Oniris students Zoom meeting ...4

BRI DTS AV oorewold artistswork andexhibitlocally. You canfind out moreaboutthembelow.
Scholarship Update ................... 7 . . . . .
Ouir fifth artist, Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaaswho is basedn Vancouver,
Board Information..................... 7 may be familiar to you from previousexhibitsat the SeattleArt Museum.
In fact, his latestwork, Carpe Fin, which wascommissionedy SAM, is
WHGTEITRIND NP commeoneos 7 currentlyon exhibit, thoughof courseit is hardfor usto seeit right now.

| Featuredin our art show in Nantesare pieces from his previousmajor

; exhibit at SAM, Red. Red: A Haida Manga was recentlytranslatedinto

' Frenchby a small publishing housein Vancouver,so we were able to
sendFrenchversionsof MichaelOsvork to Nantesalongwith copiesof
the book availablefor purchaseat the partnerbookshopacrossthe street
from themuseum.

In addition, the MusZum de Nantes reopenson
August8™" andvisitorswho go insidewill be greeted
by the totem pole carvedby Ralph Bennett(Haida)
that was gifted by Group Health physiciansand
associatioormembersn honorof a medicalexchange
visit with Nantesaround1994.

Our exhibit hasbeenso popularin Nantesthat, after
it had been installed for only one week, our
colleaguesontactedme to askfor moreart! Sowe
sentthemmore.

But back to our planned Zoom exchanges.We
would like to do oneeachmonthandwould love to
haveyour ideasfor topics Pleaseemail uswith your
suggestionatseatlenantesSCA@gmail.com

| hopeyou will find otherarticlesof interestbelow,
including a special tribute to Marie-Pierre Koban
from memberMisa Bourdoiseaulrinquetand some
fun memoriesof the early daysof our association
from anothedlongtimememberHarry McLachlin.

seattle-nantes.org

seattlenantessca@gmail.com
facebook.com/seattlenantessca




Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association Newsletter | July 2020

Native Artists Exhibit in Nantes
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Nantes Trivia Quiz Answers
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1.1>" (0%613&101*127230%,1/;161321!7*+3/ (]'Pays de la Loire!

2.1>" (0%&136101*127230",1/;16132115*?"70 . *((0]!Loire-Atlantique!

3.1 (0*R138101%1; /7 . *7127 230" 1/;16132115%21#] Bretagne (Brittany)!
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Monsieur Lefévre and Mademoiselle Utile.!

8.!A1321!",2/1/,'3&13(101*!Whb0*"%!>" (0*3&!* (5!61#]!Rum is used in the cake.
Its historical significance connects to the transatlantic slave trade, from
which Nantes benefited. Rum, sugar, and vanilla were imported from
the Caribbean and became important ingredients in the cake.
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13.ALRLISICFI+T?2*12/ _ %817/ . N1*I>" (0%&17*+3/ (]!Muscadet!

14.0AL132118"%2%1: /7138116 "813(4* (0*513(!>" (0*&]'Beurre blanc!

15 AL 047 3138107 5303/ (, #H1%&*51: 77121\ 2%813(1" 730" (#] 'Buckwheat!!
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Students’ Impressions of Seattle

By Alaina McCallum
I
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In Memoriam

Marie-Pierre KOBAN (1929-2020)

By Misa Bourdoiseal rinquet| Former AF Executive directdiSeattleNantes member

It is with sadness that we heafithe passing of Mari®ierre KOBAN on May T.

Many of us knew Maridierre as she was such a prominent figure in the French community. However, fo
those who did not have the chance to meet her, the following is a modest attempt to introduce her and a
of her many endeavors.

Born in Morocco tgarents originally from Corsica, Marieierre started her studies in Rabdbbe coming

to the USA withher husband Al KOBAN in 1955. They first lived in Arkansas where she got her MA in
Education,then moved to Seattle in the 60Three daughters, Andrdtarie, Martine and Corinne, were
born in the next few years while both parents were working as teassistants. In addition, Marfeierre

was working on her PH.D.in French language and Literature that she obtained in 1972 from the Univers
of Washington. Doctor Howard Nostrand, her thesis director, would become instrumental in the creation
the Seate-Nantes Sister City Association in 1980 in which she was also involved.

Seattle and the Pacific Northwest became the stage for Heeee’s incredible dedication to teaching,
sharing her passion about anything French. Eager to share her knowledgmaraiis with her expertise,
she contributed in shaping the way for many organizations.
LA In parallel to over 20 years of teaching at Lakeside Middle school, ¥iiee organized

\ workshops for new French teachers who often felt isolated and losinag avhen there
was no internet and very few resources. She served twice as President of the Americ
Association of Teachers of French Northwest chapter. From 1979 to 1996 she spent mc
#| of her summers, when not travelling to France with students, ongguaind directing the
| French language and culture program at the Canoe Island camp in the San Juan Islan
thus following the dream of its founder Dr. Austin.

e

During that same period, Maffeierre becamene of the key players in the Bonjour Sedfitisival under

the leadership of Professor Nostrand. And in 1980, itldvine the beginning of thgunelage between
Seattle and Nantes with the official birth of the Seadtidates Sister City Association. Maifeerre served

on the SNSCA Board in various cajtges including as its Historian. She became a true ambassador of the
two cities. She organized the first student exchange bethaeside and Franeoise Kerneiséhool in
Nantes. An experience that created friendships lasting to these days and praandigtipr mutual
understanding of American and French culturkast, but not least, in 1987, Matfi@erre was elected the
very first president of the Alliance Franeaise de Seattle. Although she and | had known each other for ma
years before, this is vem we really became better friends, sharing common goals and paving the way for tr
respected organization it has become.

In whatever organization Mariierre served, her work, her smile, her welcoming and warm personality,
her passion for the Frenchnguage and Francophone cultures have made a tremendous impact. We &
grateful for the legacy she has left with language and culture, especially to teachers and students of Frenc

In appreciation of her work and services, MdPierre was awardetthe gestigious distinction o€hevalier
dansl'Ordre des Palmes Academique<002 by the French Education Nationale Minister.

Marie-Pierre, your spirit lives on, you will be missed but not forgotten.
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Memories of SNSCA: 1979-1981

By Harry McLachlin

My earliestrecollectionof connectingwith the SeattleNantesSister City Associationis meetingthe

engagingUW ProfessorHoward Nostrandin 1979, perhapseven before it was formally established.
FromHoward,| learnedof the plansfor a sistercity relationshipbetweenSeattleandNantes like Seattle
a largecity in the northwestof its countrynot far from the sea.Having visited Francea few timesand

loving the Frenchlanguage enjoyedmeetingotherfrancophile$l andit wasnotlong beforel joinedthe

board. In additionto Howardandhis wife Frances] recall Marie-PierreKoban, Tjitske Van der Meulen

andJackNoyesfrom boardmeetingsandothergatheringslowntown.

A specialmemoryis thevisit of a delegationfrom Nantesin the springof 1980,which waswelcomedat
afestivedinnernearPioneerSquare At thatdinnerl becameacquaintedvith DanielandMaria Peneau,
who remainedriendsfor severaldecades(By volunteeringto help chef FraneoisKisselin thekitchen,|
wasevenableto attenda privatereceptiorwith the delegatiora day or two latemN it neverhurtsto ask!).
Daniellatersucceedetiis fatherasheadof the local Nantesgrouppromotingthesistercity relationship.

Thenextyear1981,| found myself planningto moveto work in Amsterdamin the fallN with the chance
to join the SNSCA delegationled by Jack Noyeson its visit to Nantesin Septembertruly a great
privilege! We were shownthe highlightsof Nantesandits region.| visited Clissonandlocal vineyards,
which was festive and delicious as it included my first ever beurre blanc dinner at a ch%.teawith

chansons. Therewasa daytrip to GuZrandavith déjeuner in La Baule.In afashion,few Americansever
experiencesuchimmersion Jet alonearrange!

My hostfor thatweekwasMichel Jouannica closefriend of Le DeputeMaire Alain Chenardand bon

vivantN accompanyingme to (my first and nearly only) Europeanfootball match in Nantes and
introducing meto HZlene et JeanFraneois, local singersof the Loire Valley, who alsohosteda member
of the delegationandwho havebeenfriendseversince.l learnedfrom Michel that he hadbeenMayor

ChenardGsecretscoutof the Seattlesistercity project havingbeenhostedon a shortvisit by Annie and
ChuckGoldmark(with whomhejogged!).

Towardthe endof thevisit (perhapgeturningto Nantesfrom La Baule),JackNoyessharedhe plansof
the City of Nantesto hosta Féte des Villes Jumelées (celebation of the twinned cities) in September
1982 including Seattleand its other sister cities Thilisi (Georgia, USSR), Cardiff (Wales, UK), and
SarrebrYckGermany).What American entertainmenmight we suggest? Having heardfolk singers
Reilly andMaloneyand Tom Dundeein Seattle| suggestedheir namesas musiciango accompanythe
delegatiofN andtherewerelargeenthusiasticrowdsin Nantesthatweekend!The jumelage wasoff to a
greatstart!

Harry McLachlin, a retired lawyer living in Connecticut, has been
a member of SNSCA for 40 years and has visited Nantes many
| times since 1981, most recently in 2014 for the Rendezvous de
" I’Erdre (RDV) jazz festival. He is on the Board of Alliance
Frangaise of Greenwich and a member of the Selection Committee
of Focus on French Cinema (www focusonfrenchcinema.com),
which celebrated its 15" anniversary in April 2019 and plans its
2020 edition for October.

Phototakenin 2010during the 30" Anniversarydelegationvisit to
Nantes.Left to Right: PieterVVan der Meulen, Ann Revelle, Tom
BennettHarry McLachlin, Councilmembef om Rasmussen
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Scholarship Update
!
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SNSCA Board Members

Monthly Board Meetings

OFFICERS

"#$9%&'$()* Susan Kegel The Board convenes on the _flrst Wedneg
of the month.During these times of socid
mn 1 * H
+&,$-"#3%&'$()* Alaina McCallum distancing, we are meeting via Vidg
#3$/%0#$#*Susan Hulbert conferencing.If you are interested, contag
1$,#$)/42* Rotating us at seattlenantessca@gmail

MEMBERS

JeanLoup Baer Membership Renewal
Michelle Beckman

Reminder, if you have not alreadgnewed
your membership dues for 2020hanks to
your contributions which helpto organize
Susan Kegel events and support exchanges.

Susan Hulbert

Margaret Johnson

Larry Laffrey

_ Pleasalo so by either sending a check to:
Alaina McCallum

Marsella Quinones SNSCA

Tom Waite 5108 1st Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98107

Or using theDONATE button on our website.



