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Letter from the President 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In addition to the events and projects you can read about here that have taken 
place since our last newsletter, I want to highlight a new and exciting project that 
SNSCA will be involved in for the next year - the Jardin de Seattle, which is 
being created by a collaboration between the Lycée  Horticole and  the Nantes 
parks department in the Parc du Grand Blottereau.  Our friends who visited us in 
April, Vincent Paulhe and Franck Coutant, gave us a tour of the site. It will be 
2000 square meters!  You can see in the picture below three of the corners 
marked by standing people. Vincent’s students just started the design this month.  
The garden will likely include both native plants and plants typical of Seattle 
gardens, and art by a Seattle artist.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
 

 
 
While in Nantes, we also visited the École Primaire Publique Anatole de 
Monzie. SNSCA connected them with a school in Seattle a few years ago, so 
they were excited to host our group. The 5th graders gave us a tour of the school 
in English, including a visit to every classroom to say hi to the students and 
answer their questions.  The most popular question?  “How old are you?” They 
ended the visit with a presentation about their virtual trip to Seattle, an annual 
event at the end of each year. 
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 Seattle Delegation Visits Nantes 
David Asher 

 
The cultural delegation visit has been a longstanding tradition for all global sister cities as a tool to foster 
dialogue and cultural exchange. After two postponed years due to the global pandemic, the Nantes 
delegation visited Seattle in April 2022, and in September 2022, the Seattle cohort made its long-
anticipated visit to Nantes to commemorate 40 years (technically 42 years now) of partnership. The Seattle 
delegation was composed of SNSCA President Susan Kegel, Andy Kegel, Ellen Taft, Richard Conlin, Loan 
Nguyen, Elhadji Sougou, Sue Ann Allen, Bunny Schmidley, and myself, David Asher.  
 

 
 
As someone who hadn’t heard of Nantes before joining SNSCA, I was excited to learn more about a city, 
language, and culture that I previously had little familiarity with. The formal delegation visit kicked off 
with a tour of Château des ducs de Bretagne, a large 13th century castle situated in the heart of Nantes. 
There we not only learned more about the history of Nantes and enjoyed some sweeping city views, but 
also acquainted ourselves with everyone else on the delegation visit as well as lovely hosts at La Maison 
des États-Unis. While in Nantes we also had the opportunity to visit a number of significant cultural 
attractions, such as Les Machines de l’île, home of the famous and well-photographed mechanical elephant 
among other Jules Verne-inspired exhibits, the Jardin des Plantes, the Jules Verne museum, the “trendy” 
Trentemoult neighborhood, and the store and cafe-lined pedestrian streets that make up Nantes’s Middle 
Ages district. The delegation also toured the Parc du Grand Blottereau, a large city park where members 
from the parks group showcased a few of their current projects, including the area where the SNSCA-gifted 
cosmic crisp apple trees are planted and the plot that will soon house the “Seattle garden”.  
 

 

Crêpes in Trentemoult 
Cosmic crisp trees looking good 

Nantes, Carrousel des mondes marins, Trentemoult 
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The delegation visit also included a day trip to Clisson. While Clisson may not be familiar to most, some 
may instantly recognize Clisson from its modern-day claim to fame as being the host city for Hellfest, a 
three-day rock music festival welcoming over 60,000 daily concertgoers. Compare that number to 
Clisson’s population of 8,000 to bracket the cultural and economic impact Hellfest has had on the Pays de 
La Loire region. However, Clisson’s rich history extends far beyond its reputation for being a mecca for 
rock music enthusiasts. Clisson is also home to the Chateau de Clisson and the Nôtre Dame de Clisson 
church, two medieval-era sites that suffered extensive damage during the French revolution. Both 
structures have since been repaired to their original designs and it was interesting to note the degree of 
Italian influence on Clisson’s architecture, down to the arched “pattern of threes” that adorned the 
church’s façade as Andy Kegel cleverly pointed out. Fun fact: Clisson is actually sister cities with Alatri, 
an ancient commune in central Italy.   
 

 
 
One of my personal favorite experiences from the delegation experience were the conversations I had with 
fellow delegation members and locals alike. In the interest of brevity, I’ll share my two favorites, but 
anyone who has been a part of a delegation visit in any capacity will know all too well that these 
dialogues are one of the most fundamental components of such an experience. 
 
One night while eating dinner with my host family, they played a vinyl from French-musician Lomepal, 
which instantly started a conversation on modern-day French culture, media, and art. A few hours later, 
and I had a 100-song playlist queued up with French hits, a better understanding of French politics and 
media (I previously thought that French news, specifically France 24, was similar to UK’s BBC), and 
plans to attend a concert at Nantes’s “Warehouse” district later that week. That, and the many other 
conversations I had with my host family, shed a unique light on the daily life and interests of the Nantais. 
For anyone curious, my favorite song from that playlist is Indochine’s “L’aventurier”.  
 

Clisson 
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On a separate occasion, I grabbed drinks with Alex Kegel at Bubar, the brewery that SNSCA and Seattle’s 
Lantern Brewery partnered with to create “8000km”. We talked French airports, political systems, expat 
life, and so on; however, one topic that resonated with me was what the role of a sister city partnership 
really is. After much back and forth we concluded that the role of sister cities is not only cultural 
programming and scholarships, but also dialogues that foster a better understanding of the other’s culture, 
values, and interests…just like the conversation Alex and I were having in that moment. What started as a 
quick drink transformed into a deeper appreciation for all the work sister cities have done worldwide and 
that SNSCA has done for over 40 years. I found that this willingness to listen, open up, and understand 
each other is what drives such impactful dialogue and is a state of mind that I would recommend to 
anyone engaging with a cultural delegation visit.  
 
It was difficult to leave Nantes after such an enriching and engaging week, but I know I’ll be back, be it 
for fun or for SNSCA’s next visit in 2025. I’ll forever be in awe of what a vibrant and electric city Nantes 
has become. Between the historic sites and present-day scene of music, food, parks, and transit, there was 
no shortage of people, activities, and events that make Nantes the lively city it is today. It’s no surprise to 
me that many Nantais will leave for other cities for work, only to return a few years later after realizing 
the special place they left behind.  
 

 
 
Thank you to Mariette Cassourret and the rest of her team with La Maison des États-Unis as well as Susan 
Kegel with SNSCA for organizing a wonderful week of programming, site visits, meals, and dialogues 
commemorating our partnership. And of course, thank you to Geraldine Read and her family for the 
lovely welcome into their home and for sharing with me what makes Nantes great. Until the next time.   

Reception at City Hall 
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Busy Summer for the Seattle-Nantes Geocache 

Susan Kegel 
 
This past August thousands of geocachers from all over the world convened in Seattle to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of geocaching (postponed from 2020).  When someone finds a cache, they log their find 
online and the cache owner gets an email. On August 20th, I received 130 emails from people who had 
found the box!  The day before there were about 40 more and the day after another 40. The finders came 
from 6 Canadian provinces, 21 US states plus Puerto Rico, and the following countries: New Zealand, 
Latvia, Finland, Germany, Sweden, Brazil, Belgium, Austria, Denmark, UK, Australia, Slovenia, 
England, South Africa, France, Italy, The Netherlands, and Switzerland.  
 
Some of the comments logged were: 
 
Oggi è il grande giorno dell’evento tanto agognato e ovviamente poi ci scateniamo nella ricerca! 
 
De Nantes, je ne connais que la superbe chanson de Barbara, thanks. 
 
Auf einem kleinen Abendspaziergang konnte ich zusammen mit blindows und Vitrus diesen Cache gut 
finden. Der Park mit seinen Kunstwerken ist wirklich sehenswert.  
 
Merci pour la publication de cette cache qui nous a procuré bien du plaisir. 
 
I really enjoyed this sculpture park!  
 
Aloha from Hawaii 🌴Mahalo for the cache 
 
Awesome to find a cache this size at this cool park.  
 
This is my 15215 cache find.  
 
Chatting with cachers from around the world today. 
 
Was really nice to find this little park within all the massive buildings. 
 
Together with 74 other completely normal geocachers I travelled on August 5th - 27th from Frankfurt, 
Germany via Amsterdam, Netherlands to the Seattle, United States, later then to Canada and returned 
from Las Vegas, United States via Amsterdam, Netherlands to Frankfurt, Germany. 
 
This has got to be one of the cutest caches I’ve seen!  
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West Seattle Garden Tour 
Alaina McCallum 

 
SNSCA received a West Seattle Garden Tour (WSGT) Grant that was used to print and install the 
student tiles at Nantes Park. As a grant recipient, we were invited to this year’s WSGT, which took 
place on June 26th. We set up a table at one of the featured gardens and showcased the beautification 
work that we have been doing at Nantes Park and informed goers about how the ticket sales to 
WSGT go toward funding grant projects. 
 
 

Bastille, Beer, and Books 
Alaina McCallum 

On Sunday, July 17th, members gathered for a Bastille Day celebration. Chris Engdahl welcomed us 
at Lantern Brewing where we were able to gather and have our first book sale since the pandemic 
hit. We sold the usual used French books as well as the cookbook that Susan Kegel helped edit, The 
International Table: Recipes from the Seattle Sister Cities. The book sales support our scholarship 
program, and we were honored to have scholarship recipient Rachel Bliven share her photos and 
stories about her study abroad experience in Rennes and Paris. Rachel also spoke of the wonderful 
time she had in Nantes during a short trip. While enjoying bánh mi sandwiches and beer, members 
tested their knowledge of Nantes and Jules Verne in a trivia game. 
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  Nantes Park Cleanup 

Alaina McCallum 
 
With the busyness of summer activities, there were only 
a few of us who were able to come to our last weeding 
party at Nantes Park on July 23rd. Nevertheless, we still 
managed to clear two tarps worth of weeds from the 
garden beds that surround the park. 
 
At our upcoming cleanup on Saturday, October 22nd, our 
main goal will be to winterize the gardens by laying 
down mulch.  

 

Geocachers Visit from Nantes 
Alaina McCallum 

 
Members from Geocaching Pays de la Loire, an association in Nantes that uses geocaching 
as an opportunity to explore the region and build community, came to Seattle for several 
days in September. Several SNSCA board members welcomed them to the city by inviting 
them to dinner. In true French fashion, the dinner lasted two hours while we enjoyed 
wonderful conversation. The Nantais geocachers brought with them a bag full of postcards, 
buttons, and other Nantes specialties that we will put in SNSCA’s geocache. 
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SNSCA Board Members 
 

OFFICERS 

President: Susan Kegel 
Vice-President: Alaina McCallum 
Treasurer: Susan Hulbert 
Secretary: David Asher 
 

MEMBERS 

David Asher 
Jean-Loup Baer 
Michelle Beckman 
Susan Hulbert 
Margaret Johnson 
Susan Kegel 
Larry Laffrey 
Alaina McCallum  
Marsella Quinones 
Julien Thibault 
Tom Waite 
 
 

 

Monthly Board Meetings 
 
The Board convenes on the first 
Wednesday of the month. During these 
times of social distancing, we are 
meeting via video conferencing.  If you 
are interested, contact us at 
seattlenantessca@gmail. 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
October 22, 10am to 2pm 
Nantes Park Cleanup 
5062 SW Admiral Way, Seattle 
 
November 2, 6:30-8pm 
Board Meeting via zoom 
 
November 6, 2:30-4pm 
Annual General Meeting 
L’Expérience 
3020 87th Ave SE, Mercer Island 
 
December 7, 6:30-8pm 
Board Meeting via zoom 
 

 
 


